ABSTRACT

The study adopted the matched-guise technique to contrast differences in personality

rating among English-accented Cantonese, Mandarin-accented Cantonese and native

Hong Kong Cantonese. Direct questions were also asked to reveal participants’

perceived importance of English, Mandarin and Cantonese, and the perceived liking

towards English people, mainlander, and Hong Kong people. ANOVA and correlation

were computed, and found that Hong Kong native accents were perceived as low in

status, and Mandarin-accented Cantonese was perceived as low in solidarity. Solidarity

of an accent in general correlates with liking towards that social group, and the

integrative importance of the corresponding language. When perceived importance of

languages was controlled statistically while comparing means of trait rating of different

accents, the difference in means became non-significantly. The study generally support

the notion of social cue to explain accent-based bias.
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Status/ Competence

EE-HEEH stupid- clever
BEREER-5 uneducated - Educated
e Te- ST indecisive - decisive
JEEAE-AHEAE  unambitious- ambitious
KE[E - B unconfident - confident
WEE- EH lazy- hard-working

Solidarity/ attractiveness

R deceptive - honest
BB cold - helpful

AR -HAER boring - humourous
[ 3Eh-FE A easy-going
E-HE greedy - content

A= K= unfriendly - friendly
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(Questions in RED are adopted from the Chinese version of The Language Experience and

Proficiency Questionnaire (LEAP-Q) http://www.bilingualism.northwestern.edu/leapq/)

FHRBIRAE S AREEREZELURBEIL - (in 7pt Likert Scale, translated by myself)
Integrative Orientation

1. Studying French can be important to me because it will allow me to be more at ease with
fellow Canadians who speak French.

FOL (/ERGE G HERE) AHEE IR - N EBMEREE SRS (/R
s Ay N

2. Studying French can be important for me because it will allow me to meet and converse
with more and varied people.

FEHHREE R - AR EHEE SR ERA -

3. Studying French can be important for me because it will enable me to better understand
and appreciate French Canadian art and literature.

FEHHEE R - R B EER A E SRR (/PEl/ER) Ay ERIER
fii

4. Studying French can be important for me because | will be able to participate more freely

in the activities of other cultural groups.
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Instrumental Orientation

1. Studying French can be important for me only because I'll need it for my future career.
BXAHER G NI KEEHIGEEARK -

2. Studying French can be important for me because it will make me a more knowledgeable
person.

PEXAHER G NS ARSI -

3. Studying French can be important to me because | think it will someday be useful in
getting a good job.

P HER R R R MR RIS E— (i i -

4. Studying French can be important for me because other people will respect me more if |

have aknowledge of a foreign language.

FAHEE g - NAEINEG SRS EisE -

Attitudes toward European French People % ABE A /ER A /T EANEE
1. The European French are considerate of the feelings of others.

(1A YA I NG ]

2. | have afavourable attitude towards the European French.
B A 5

3. The more | learn about the European French, the more | like them.
EHIFIRIEZ - T SR

4. The European French are trustworthy and dependable.
IR AE S EREAT A {REE -

5. 1 have always admired the European French people.
H—EAERIE

6. The European French are very friendly and hospitable.

PR Z A&

7. The European French are cheerful, agreeable and good humoured.
AR EE Al - 2R

8. | would like to get to know the European French people better.
A2 T gt

9. The European French are a very kind and generous people.

PIESRAIEE RIS

10. For the most part, the European French are sincere and honest.
IR Z IR EE

(Questions in blue are adopted from the Attitude/Motivation Test Battery)
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